
English III Summer Assignment 

For the English III Summer Assignment, you must complete a multi-faceted assignment. This is 

going to include three parts which are reading a choice novel, making dialectical journal 

entries, and constructing an Argumentative essay rough draft. Each of these things must be 

completed prior to the beginning of school – this is how we will start our first unit!  

 

As you begin your assignment, keep the following question in mind: what role does 

individualism play in American society? This question should serve as a guide for this 

assignment – keep it in mind as you navigate your reading and writings! 

 

Part 1: Reading - For your reading, choose a novel from the list below: 

• Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez 

• Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee by Dee Brown 

• Call Me American by Abdi Nor Iftin 

• The Last of the Mohicans by James Fenimore Cooper 

• The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri 

• The War Outside by Monica Hesse 

 

Part 2: Journal Entries - For your dialectical journals, follow the instructions below: 

• You need to create two columns, on either notebook paper or a Google Doc, and label the left 

side “Quotes” and the right side “Personal Response”.  

• For each chapter of your novel, you need to pick out quotes/passages that stand out in the chapter. 

This means you should be closely reading each part of the book to find quotes/passages that you 

can closely examine and find a deeper meaning to them. 

• On the right side of the chart, you will provide a response to the quotes you choose for each 

chapter. This response could include questions, connections, predictions, clarifications of earlier 

events/questions, reflections, or evaluations.  

• You will find an example of a journal entry on the back of this assignment. 

• Your journals will be an essential part of crafting your essay! 

• You will need to have at least 23 in-depth entries. 

 

Part 3: Craft an Essay - For your essay, follow the instructions below: 

• Craft an argumentative essay where you address the question: what role does individualism play 

in American society? 

• Your response should include evidence from your summer reading novel AND an outside source 

(research, previous readings, previous knowledge, etc.). 

 



Examples: 

“Quotation” “Personal Response” 

Ch. 1, page 8 “. The first had been a widower 
with four children.” 

It seems that every woman that we have met 

so far, even the main character, has been 

through childbirth several times – is this 

common for this culture? If so, does this mean 

that our main character will go through it 

again, or will she break away from the family 

life? It is an interesting way to start out a 

novel – we get the beginning of the novel and 

the beginning of the new baby. 

 


